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Company
Prof i le

About Nanizain Architect was established 
in September 2010 with a combined 
experience of over 40 years in 
architecture, planning and interior 
design. One of the main ambitions 
of the practice is to ensure that the 
objectives and needs of The Client 
are met. It is important to us that each 
proposal is provided with a solution 
that has an integrated approach by 
analysing all aspects including design, 
feasibility and construction strategy. 
Our practice believes that it is crucial 
to establish a strong relationship 
with our Clients in order to devise a 
solution that truly accomplishes the 
vision of each individual project. We 
are committed to creating innovative, 
workable solutions in response to 
the unique characteristics of each 
project.

Our design ethos focuses on the 
spatial experience of a building; 
stimulating the mind and physical 
senses of its' users. From a wider 
perspective, placemaking is a key 
ingredient in all design matters as we 
strive to create spaces where people 
want to live and spend time in. This 
altogether provides an added value to 
each project and therefore our clients.

The Principal, Ar. Hanani Md Zain 
gained specialised skills in energy 
efficient and sustainable architecture 
through her involvement in various 
Green projects. Amongst the most 
prominent is the Energy Commission's 
Diamond Building in Putrajaya 
whereby The Principal was appointed 
as Senior Associate Architect for the 
project. With the experience and 
knowledge gained through directly 
working with a respectable team 
of specialists and professionals not 
only in architecture, but from other 
disciplines; The Principal has brought 
her expertise into the practice 
ensuring that energy efficiency and 
sustainable architecture is one of the 
core objectives of Nanizain Architect.

Our portfolio includes residential, 
educational, commercial, hospitality 
and mixed-use. We have also 
been involved in re-branding and 
refurbishment projects. Aside 
from comprehensive, professional 
architectural services, we also provide 
consultancy services in Master 
Planning, Interior Design, Feasibility 
Studies and Project Management.

The Principal - Ar. Hanani Md Zain

EDUCATION

EXPERIENCE

 o Professional Qualification (APAM)
 o Certified Green Building Index Facilitator (GBIF)
 o Dip. Arch RIBA Part 2, Sheffield University UK
 o B. Arts in Architecture RIBA Part 1, Sheffield University UK

 o NaniZain Architect . KL --- Principal
 o NR Architect Design S/B . KL --- Director
 o NR Architect . KL --- Associate
 o Denniston International (M) S/B . KL --- Architect
 o Lee Architectural Consultancy . Penang --- Architect
 o CHJ Architects . Penang --- Architect
 o Jurubena Bertiga International . Penang - Arch. Assistant

2010 - PRESENT

2010 - PRESENT

2002 - 2010
2000 - 2002
1996 - 2000
1994 - 1996
1991 - 1992

Project Director (Architecture) - Suhaimy Md Yusof

Project Director (Finance & Management) - Shakirah Md Zain

EDUCATION

EDUCATION

EXPERIENCE

EXPERIENCE

 o Dip. Arch RIBA Part 2, Sheffield University UK
 o B. Arts in Architecture RIBA Part 1, Sheffield University UK

 o B. Arts in Accounting, Thomas Valley University UK

 o NaniZain Architect . KL --- Project Director
 o Southkey Properties S/B . Selangor --- General Manager
 o Safuan Group S/B . KL --- Project Director
 o Limkokwing Future Cities S/B . Cyberjaya --- Project Director
 o ATSA Architect S/B . KL --- Architect
 o Farid Kamal Architect. Penang --- Arch. Assistant

 o Shakirah Zain Translations . KL --- Founder
 o NaniZain Architect . KL --- Project Director
 o Meadow Plus S/B . KL --- Finance Controller
 o KLCC Holdings S/B . KL --- Project Accountant

2010 - PRESENT

2011 - 2012
2009 - 2011
2007 - 2009
2005 - 2007
1994 - 2005

2012 - PRESENT

2010 - PRESENT

2000 - 2004
1994 - 1998
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Portfolio

Commercial Residential Institution Other

01 02 03 04
 o Rasa
 o Dusun
 o Rehat
 o Jeumpa d'Ramo
 o Ayer Keroh Rest & Service Area
 o Safuan Suites
 o Lot 385
 o 1Gate

 o Sakura Residence
 o Dillenia
 o Villa Rohani
 o TO House
 o Tanah Hening
 o TMAS House

 o UTP Downtown
 o Islamic Knowledge Centre
 o Hyperloop Desert Campus
 o THONEH

 o Modular Surau
 o Umbut Rompin
 o Puncak Tekali
 o MRP



Sakura 
Residence

Over 450 units

3-4 bedrooms per unit

Equipped with Swimming pool, Gym, Kindergarten, 
Sports court, Cafe and Shops.

Two blocks, 17 storeys

Client : Putrajaya Homes Sdn. Bhd.

Precinct 11, Putrajaya

Construction Stage

+
+
+

+

+
+
+

From the beginning, we made the decision to take 
a different approach in our design of a high-rise 
apartment complex. To us, what was most important 
is to create a sense of belonging and homeliness - 
where people can live comfortably and be part of 
a wholesome community... 





Placemaking

The building form plays a major 
role in the creation of public space 
and facilities for residents that is 
both comfortable and safe. The 
two blocks diverge at the main 
entrance to appear welcoming and 
unobtrusive as one approaches 
the building. The public space 
and shared facilities are located 
in between the residential blocks 
where it grants sufficient privacy 
from the street level yet still in the 
line of vision of neighbors, providing 
security. 

...The strategy of designing minor variations to 
the typical unit ultimately provided a unique and 
interesting layout that was non-repetitive. Through 
this, we were able to design in such a way that 
would maximise the return of investments therefore 
increasing the value of the proposal.



Over 100 units

4 + 1 bedrooms per unit

Semi-D / Bungalow

Client : Worldwide Holdings Berhad

Bukit Bandaraya, Shah Alam

Construction Stage

+
+
+

+

+
+

Dillenia

Natural light : arguably the most essential element 
when considering residential design. We wanted to 
use light as a way to stimulate the human senses, 
providing a spatial journey throughout the home. 
The warmth of the sun is able to penetrate into the 
building in all areas as a result of the design of the 
fenestrations on every elevation...





Connectivity

The concept for the project was 
to redefine family unity through 
thoughtfully designed architecture. 
At the center of a traditional home, 
the HEARTH provides warmth 
and light, food and protection. It 
symbolizes love, fertility and life. 
The double volume space is a 
representation of the hearth, where 
all activities emerge. This design 
feature, creates visual connectivity 
between the ground and first 
floor and allows family members 
to communicate with one another 
from any room in the house. We 
also believe that it is important

to design interactive and innovative 
spaces that provides multi-
functionality and allow for flexibility 
in terms of use, especially when 
families grow and change over 
time. Altogether, the outcome was 
able to generate a contemporary 
and dynamic design for modern 
day families. 

...In order to allow the design to maintain practical 
without limiting the architectural nuances, we gave 
prominence to the roof detail above the balcony 
and windows. The profile of the roof presents an 
interesting design of the façade while the depth 
provides shade from direct sunlight. 



Villa 
Rohani

10 bedrooms for two families

In collaboration with Wan Marlina Rahman

Twin Villas, Residential 

Client : Private

Saujana Resort Bungalows, Subang

Completed 2018

+
+
+

+

+
+

The villa, designed to house families of two sisters, 
as a pair of twin villas sharing a common internal 
courtyard making it the heart of the house where 
all family celebrations take place. Being situated 
between the two villas, it naturally encourages 
communication and the strengthening of familial 
bonds...





...Materiality of the villas adds warmth and a sense 
of comfort to the space. On the other hand, neutral 
colours are used for the internal walls to provide a 
fresh and bright feeling, consequently allowing the 
space to feel more open.

Open

The main space of each villa is 
the living/dining area which has 
an open layout, allowing flexibility 
for the client to allow the area to 
become multipurpose and change 
depending on the need. The 
ceiling is also kept high, adding to 
the feeling of openness in addition 
to allowing the room to be kept 
cool. Before entering the main 
space however, guests would 
arrive at an intermediate space 
with natural stone floor and wall 
finishes. In order to encourage the 
interaction between the two villas, 
sliding doors are installed along

the full length of the walls facing 
the courtyard. Not only that, this 
allows sufficient daylight to enter 
the living/dining area and provide 
natural ventilation as well.



Ayer Keroh
Rest & Service Area

Food stalls, Commercial outlets, Surau, Toilet, 
Offices, Playground.

Client : PLUS Berhad

North-South Expressway (Southbound)

Completed 2016

+
+
+

+

When thinking about the design for this project, 
we first looked into the local context of Malacca 
which is a location that is famously known for its 
rich cultural heritage - where traditions and customs 
from different races come together as one... 





...What we wanted to do was produce a design 
that is able to become quintessentially Malacca 
with a modern interpretation. Colour and patterns 
are essential ingredients in helping realise the vision 
of the client to make the building an architectural 
statement that would establish a sense of arrival 
into Malacca.

Contemporary / Traditional

We were greatly inspired by the 
fundamental design of the Rumah 
Melaka which accentuates the 
entrance into the home; symbolic 
of traditional Malay practices 
in which one must always be 
welcoming towards guests. The 
staircase is presented as an 
element of grandeur which not 
only is exceptionally wider at its 
base, it is also embellished with 
colourful tiles that are arranged 
in geometric patterns. The 
implementation of this idea into 
our own proposal, creates and 
elegant yet iconic entrance point 

for the project which draws people 
into the building. In addition to 
that, we utilised different types 
of screens to divide and organise 
spaces in order to create more 
privacy in certain areas such as 
the prayer rooms and toilets. 



3 storeys, 30 Guest rooms

Dining Hall, Event Hall, Outdoor terrace, 
Multipurpose rooms, Swimming pool.

Boutique Hotel

Client : Private

Jalan Maarof, Bangsar

Construction Stage

+
+
+

+

+
+

Jeumpa d'Ramo

Jeumpa d’Ramo means “Berjumpa di serambi” or 
“Gathering at the verandah” in Acehnese dialect. 
In the classics, the name Jeumpa d’Ramo evokes 
the splendour of the prosperous Sultanate of Aceh. 
A bustling trading port for merchants and travellers 
alike.... 



Prominence

Located along Jalan Maarof in 
Bangsar which is an up and coming 
commercial area, the project is an 
existing guest house that needed 
to increase its capacity in order to 
cater for their growing business. 
The expansion also was required 
to increase the prominence of the 
existing structure as it is positioned 
on one of the primary junctions 
along the main road. Hence, 
the approach was to enhance 
the features of the building by 
articulating the form and refining 
details of the architecture. 

...its prosperity attracted visitors from all over the 
world. Another meaning of Jeumpa is a species 
of flower from the Magnolian Genus with special 
aromatic fragrance. Such elegance and prestige 
represents the soul of Jeumpa d’Ramo.



Modular Surau

Surau facilities, Walkway

Client : PLUS Berhad

Sg. Buloh & Senawang Layby

Completed 2019

+
+
+

+

Sg. Buloh Layby

Adaptability

It was crucial that the design for 
our proposal has the potential 
to be adaptable to varying 
site conditions as the structure 
was to be built on more than 
one location: Sungai Buloh and 
Senawang Layby. The flexibility 
of the modular concept works 
well in creating an economical 
method of providing a well-
designed space that can be 
built anywhere with minimal 
adjustments. For the prayer 
rooms we wanted to ensure 
that it was kept simple yet 
spacious, providing a feeling of

lightness by bringing in as much 
daylight as possible. Ventilation 
blocks allow for sufficient privacy 
without sacrificing permeability 
of air movement, while a pocket 
garden adjacent to the prayer 
area adds a sense of serenity 
for users.  

Our winning competition entry was based on the 
client’s requirements for a temporary structure. Hence 
an executive decision to utilise industrial material not 
only provides a unique quality for a surau typology, 
but also allows for construction efficiency. 

Senawang Layby

Senawang Layby



Bukit Gantang Layby

Client : PLUS Berhad

Competition Entry

+
+
+

+

Dusun

Food stalls, Commercial outlets, Fruit stalls, 
Surau, Toilet, Offices, Playground.

Inspired by the multicoloured variety of fruits native 
to our country, the name Dusun pays homage to 
the orchards that provide us with the vibrant and 
delectable fruits we know and love. The tropical colour 
palette is synonymous with a cause for celebration, 
something we would like to exude in our proposal.

A Tropical Palette

In order to allow prominence for the layby, 
it was a priority to ensure the building was 
placed in the foreground while the car park 
bays and other services were to be located 
behind the building. It was crucial that the 
building was seen from the highway as 
a way to draw in and attract the public. 
Fruits are the main focus for the design 
of Bukit Gantang layby, therefore the fruit 
stalls are redesigned to be presented 
as a centrepiece on carefully designed 
shelves rather than being a secondary 
feature. Not only that, we also introduced 
a unique component in the interior furniture 
layout by designing a co-working hub to 
accommodate for travellers that have 
the desire to work on the go, carry out 
meetings and discussions or charge their 
digital devices.



Rehat came into fruition from our belief that people 
need a moment to pause and unwind after a long 
drive. Not only does the physical body require sufficient 
time to relax, but so does the mind. By accentuating 
pockets of luscious greenery and brightly coloured 
flowers, it provides a visual serenity.

Tapah Rest & Service Area

Client : PLUS Berhad

Competition Entry

+
+
+

+

Rehat

Food stalls, Commercial outlets, Fruit stalls, 
Surau, Toilet, Offices, Playground.

New Perspective

Tapah is one of the major rest and service 
areas along the north-south expressway 
making it a hotspot for travellers. We 
wanted to create an interesting spatial 
experience that would resonate with the 
ever-growing technological age and digital 
culture, making Tapah an iconic destination. 
It was important to us that the design was 
approached in a completely unprecedented 
manner in order to increase the potential 
for improving the image of the locale, 
at the same time maximising profitability 
by encouraging a more engaging and 
interactive response with users. The use 
of minimalistic and fresh materials as a 
base for the architecture, allows the pop 
of colours to bring a sense of brightness 
and joy.



Juru Layby

Client : PLUS Berhad

Competition Entry

+
+
+

+

Rasa

Food stalls, Commercial outlets, Fruit stalls, 
Surau, Toilet, Offices, Playground.

The word “rasa” originates from Sanskrit which literally 
translates to juice, essence or taste. A reinterpretation 
of Rasa in this context would be to evoke an emotion 
or feeling an individual might have upon arriving at 
Juru, to congregate in celebration of multi-cultural 
food and flavours.

Modern Peranakan

When thinking about the conception of 
a new design for Juru layby, what we 
wanted to emphasise was to transform 
the location into a focal point for the 
suburban community rather than exclusively 
catering for drivers along the expressway. 
The concept of having colourful screens 
and geometric ventilation blocks that act 
features of the façade is based on our 
design approach of having a modern 
peranakan impression. We developed a 
landscape design that directs visitors from 
the road towards the surau yet is able 
to provide sufficient privacy in addition to 
creating a cool area which is shaded from 
direct sunlight. A herb garden is located in 
the surau courtyard to heighten the serene 
atmosphere cultivated by the aromatic 
properties of the selected flora.



Portfolio

Umbut Rompin
Rompin, Pahang

The project is for an exclusive 
resort development that would 
act as an ecotourism hub  
complete with corporate offices 
and residential facilities for the 
district of Rompin in Pahang. 
The development which is 
located at the heart of nature 
would become an escape from 
the hustle and bustle of city 
life. The goal was to create a 
local attraction for visitors from 
the Asian region.

Stage : Design Development

Project Year : 2016

Project Type : Commercial 

Client : Pahang Coconut Valley

UTP Downtown
Tronoh, Perak

Our competition entry was shortlisted 
for the proposal of a new kind of 
student accommodation that exudes 
the reflection of university living in the 
21st century. As UTP gears towards 
a more global outreach, the proposed 
design focuses more on amenities 
that would be able to integrate and 
nurture a wholesome community of 
young adults from different cultural 
backgrounds.

Stage : Design Development

Project Year : 2015

Project Type : Institution 

Client : Universiti Teknologi Petronas

TO House
Gombak, Selangor

For this private residential project, the 
client aspired to maintain the tradition 
of Chinese culture of keeping the 
whole family under one roof through 
linking several units of houses 
together. As a close-knit family unit, 
the dining area would act as common 
space where the entire family would 
dine together. There would be 1 
Master Suite apartment and 4 family 
suite apartments combined into one 
villa which was located on a terracing 
hill, each with views towards Gombak. 
As a close-knit family unit, the dining 
area would act as common space 
where the entire family would dine 
together.

Stage : Design Development

Project Year : 2017

Project Type : Residential 

Client : Private

Portfolio

Islamic Knowledge 
Centre
Cyberjaya, Selangor

The centre was designed to house 
the congregation to perform Friday 
prayers weekly as well as a resource 
centre for Islamic studies within the 
region. The centre would then be 
able to connect to other locations 
worldwide. It is designed in response 
to our climatic conditions in Malaysia 
while projecting its functions 
through detailed planning and use 
of landscaping in order to provide 
privacy and separation. 

Stage : Tender

Project Year : 2011

Project Type : Institution

Client : LUCT

Puncak Tekali
Hulu Langat, Selangor

Client is desirous to develop a retreat 
development comprising of hideaway 
chalets for the silver-haired industry, 
inclusive of state-of-the-art club 
house facilities. The development is 
located atop a hill, embracing the 
natural terrain. Therefore, potentially 
opening up the resort for extensive 
recreational activities in the great 
outdoors. 

Stage : Infrastructure works

Project Year : 2012

Project Type : Residential

Client : Keringat Development

Tanah Hening
Mentakab, Pahang

For this project, the client wishes to 
capitalise on the close proximity of 
the site to a new proposed ECRL 
Mentakab Station which would 
directly link to the capital city, hence 
becoming a prime location for locals 
who frequently commute to Kuala 
Lumpur. The exclusive residential 
development utilises pocket gardens 
to not only provide a breath of fresh 
air but also encourage community 
interaction and integration. 

Stage : Concept Design

Project Year : 2017

Project Type : Residential

Client : Private

TMAS House
Kota Damansara, Selangor

Set in a secluded residential area, 
surrounded by nature, the house 
focuses on providing as much natural 
ventilation and daylight as possible. 
The architecture of the house retains 
a sense of modern simplicity in 
its design, with accents of black 
adorning the columns and metal 
frames of openings. Brick walls were 
left bare to act as a feature, adding 
to the tropical feel of the design. 

Stage : Completed

Project Year : 2011

Project Type : Residential

Client : Private

In collaboration with Adela Iskandar 
of Studio Bikin Sdn. Bhd.
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Portfolio

Desert Campus
Mojave Desert, Nevada

Hyper loop

Young Architects Competitions 
hosted a design contest for a 
new research and test centre 
for the hyperloop transportation 
system which will be located 
in the Mojave Desert in 
Nevada, USA. Inspired by the 
elegance of the local context, 
the proposal pays homage to 
the elements of the terrain 
in its form as the surface of 
the building sweeps in an 
upward direction in parallel 
with the extreme elevations 
of the surrounding mountains 
followed by abrupt movement 
downward - creating basins 
much like those found in the 
Mojave Desert.

Stage : Competition Entry

Project Year : 2020

Project Type : Institution 

Client : Hyperloop

MRP
Central & Southern Region

The North-south highway is arguably 
the most important connecting route 
that links most of the states, running 
from Kedah to Johor. The expressway 
has been in operation for decades 
and it has currently become a 
necessity for the toll plaza offices and 
regional offices to undergo renovation 
works and refurbishment. This would 
also allow the client to re-brand their 
place of business in order to achieve 
a standing that is in line with their 
corporate reputation.Stage : Completed

Project Year : 2017 & 2018

Project Type : Others

Client : PLUS Berhad

THONEH
Petaling Jaya, Selangor

For more than 30 years, THONEH 
has built a strong reputation as 
a centre of excellence providing 
quality specialised eye healthcare 
with expertise in a comprehensive 
range of sub-specialties and using 
the latest technology to offer the 
most advanced medical treatments 
in its field. Hence, the client aspires 
to re-brand its state-of-the-art eye 
care facility with a contemporary yet 
timeless approach. 

Stage : Design Development

Project Year : 2015

Project Type : Institution

Client : THONEH

Portfolio

Lot 385
Kuala Lumpur

Safuan Sui tes
Kuala Lumpur

1Gate
Kuala Lumpur

Our proposal for a 70-storey 
iconic tower is the winner 
for a competition held by the 
Ministry of Defence's Veteran 
Affairs Department. The 
concept design for the high-
rise was inspired by the need 
to represent the strength and 
authority of Malaysia's veteran 
soldiers. However, due to 
its location along Jalan Tun 
Razak which is a major road 
in the city, the building had 
to also maintain a modern 
and elegant design. The 
tower would house serviced 
apartments including all 
necessary common facilities, 
offices and retail.

Due to the strategic location 
of the development which is 
placed in the heart of the city, 
with a height of 34 storeys 
the suites would be able to 
observe exceptional panoramic 
views overlooking the cityscape 
of Kuala Lumpur. Apart from 
that, it also enjoys the privilege 
of excellent accessibility and 
convenience of connectivity 
to various highways. Thus, 
making Safuan Suites a 
suitable design for the urban 
and discerning businessman 
with its high-end lifestyle 
designs and contemporary 
architecture.

The proposal is a mixed 
development which consists 
of serviced apartments, retail 
as well as medical facilities. 
Standing at 40 storeys tall, 
it was crucial that the form 
avoided monotony and a 
lack of character. In order 
to achieve this, we ensured 
that the overall massing 
of the building was more 
dynamic providing distinction 
and hierarchy between the 
different programs that are 
being housed inside. In 
addition to that, prominence 
is given to the drop-off and 
main entrance continuing the 
language of dynamism.

Stage : Design Development

Project Year : 2015

Project Type : Commercial

Client : Jabatan Hal Ehwal Veteran

Stage : Design Development

Project Year : 2011

Project Type : Commercial 

Client : Safuan

Stage : Design Development

Project Year : 2015

Project Type : Commercial 

Client : Private
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